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Review

I Theory - general statements that describe and explain the
causes or effects of classes of phenomena
I Composed of hypotheses, explanations, and antecedent

conditions

I Hypothesis - a conjectured relationship between two
phenomena



Example: Enos (2016)
Theory: Racial Threat

I Broad: The geographic presence of an outgroup (African
Americans) affects the political behavior of an ingroup
(whites) (Key 1949).

I More specific: Proximity to an outgroup increases the
ingroup’s voter turnout and probability of voting conservative.

Hypotheses:

I “After the demolition of the projects, turnout should decline
for white voters close to the projects relative to the rest of the
city.”

I “The treatment effect should decline as the white voters are
farther away from a project and as the population of a project
represents a smaller portion of the local outgroup population.”

I “After the demolition of the projects, white voters close to the
former projects should experience a decline in racially
conservative voting relative to the rest of the city.”



Example: Lerman and Weaver (2014)

Theory: “Through criminal justice contact, custodial citizens learn
that government is not about distributing benefits...Instead,
government’s primary purpose is keeping people in line...[Criminal
justice] transforms citizens’ relationships to the polity.”

Hypotheses:

I Criminal justice contact diminishes belief in equality of
citizenship.

I Custodial citizens voice lower levels of political trust.

I Custodial citizens participate in politics at lower rates than
those who have not had criminal justice contact.



Concepts in Political Science

What is a concept?

I “Concepts are abstractions and summarize characteristics of a
phenomenon that are not directly observable and thus need to
be inferred from observable evidence” (Kreuzer 2019).

I Key assessment of a concept: how well it captures these
characteristics - validity!



Concepts in Political Science

Why do concepts matter?
“The failure to explain is caused by a failure to describe.” - Benoit
Mandelbrot, mathematician (from Kreuzer 2019)

“Concept formation stands prior to quantification” (Sartori 1970).



Sartori (1970): Ladder of Abstraction



Collier and Mahon (1993)



Collier and Mahon (1993)

I Sartori framework assumes clear boundaries and defining
attributes - classical categories

I Family resemblance categories - violate this assumption, there
may be no single attribute all category members share, or
share to varying degrees

I Radial categories - central subcategory has a bundle of traits
learned/understood together, noncentral subcategories are
variants that do not necessarily share defining attributes with
each other but only with the central subcategory



Family Resemblance Categories



Radial Categories



Radial Categories



Adcock and Collier (2001)

Measurement validity - “whether operationalization and the
scoring of cases adequately reflect the concept the researcher seeks
to measure”



Adcock and Collier (2001)



Middle-Range Theory - Ziblatt (2006)

I Defined substantive focus, grounded in specific empirical
puzzles

I Emphasis on scope conditions, limits of theory

I Careful and systematic conceptualization



Why Middle-Range Theory? - Ziblatt (2006)

I Offers a strategy of building general theory that is not
unrealistically universal.

I Offers a way of engaging the complexity of empirical reality
that is simply avoided with universal claims.



Case Study 1: Making Democracy Work

1. What are the concepts Putnam examines? How does he
measure each one?

2. To what extent are you convinced by Putnam’s concepts? His
measurement strategies?

3. Is Putman’s theory of social capital a “middle-range” theory?
Why or why not?


